
Lower Price, at What Cost? 
Before government tries to restrict consumer choice and reduce competition in garbage 
and recycling service, Minnesotans should have the facts.  Consumers know they get the 
best value when they choose their waste collector without government interference.  
As a matter of fact, the 306-page MPCA study admits: “It should be noted that this survey 
(of garbage rates) was not a scientific process with random sampling. Also, there are many 
variables that affect pricing.”  The author incorrectly claims that Minnesotans are paying 
less when prices are controlled by the government.  The Minnesota waste and recycling 
system, built by private haulers, allows citizens to make a choice that considers all of their 

needs, including price.  Competition means better 
value and a better price.  Don’t be fooled by claims of 
short term price savings that will reduce the number 
of haulers in the community, ultimately driving the cost up and service down.

Road Damage: The Truth
It may seem easy to blame garbage trucks, but the truth is much more complicated.  For 
example, the city of Arden Hills hired an independent engineering expert to analyze what 
causes road damage.  This expert found, “Reducing 
the number of heavy truck loadings should have 
positive effects on the lifespan and quality of local 
streets, however environmental factors are generally 
responsible for the majority of pavement wear and 

deterioration for Arden Hills streets, and, therefore, significant extensions of pavement 
life are unlikely.”  Cold and snow are a reality in Minnesota, and no city engineer has 
publicly demonstrated true cost savings as a result of government managed collection.  
Under a government system, the number of trucks stopping at each house will not change.  
The few trucks such a takeover might get off the streets will not save the roads, but will 
restrict your freedom to choose, smother innovation, increase government bureaucracy, 
and reduce competitors in the market, especially for small family-owned haulers.

Greenhouse 
Gas: High Cost, Small Benefit 
The MPCA report states that all emissions from diesel 
trucks on the road today make up 4.5 percent of the 
overall greenhouse gas emissions. When you consider 
the number of refuse trucks that might be taken off 
the road through a government takeover, the potential 
greenhouse gas reduction would be less than .004 percent. 
More importantly, such actions would limit the speed of 
innovation that a market based system provides. The better 
choice is continuation of reasonable regulation effectively 
implemented by the competitive market.
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More Government, Less Choice: Is It the Answer?
MPCA Study Fails to Recognize the Value of Open 

Competition in Minnesota’s Waste and Recycling System

Since the banning of burning barrels back in the 70’s,
the private hauling industry has stepped forward
to service the needs of Minnesotans. We believe
citizens recognize this value and think it is unfair for 
government to take over the businesses that have been 
built on this tradition.

Learn more. 

Get involved to protect competition.
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NSWMA represents for-profit companies in North America that 
provide solid, hazardous and medical waste collection, recycling 
and disposal services, and companies that provide professional 
and consulting services to the waste services industry. NSWMA 
members conduct business in all 50 states.
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Fact: Cities with Open Competition Have Chosen to Preserve it
In the last 10 years, 21 Minnesota cities and counties have studied government managed collection.  In all cases, consumer 
choice has been preserved and the open competitive market built on innovation and quality service continues to provide the 
best value to citizens.  They include: Albertville, Apple Valley, Arden Hills, Coon Rapids, Carver, Falcon Heights, Grant 
Township, Greenwood, Hanover, Lauderdale, Oakdale, Olmstead County, Pine 
Island, Prior Lake, Ramsey County, Roseville, Sartell, Sauk Rapids, Stillwater 
Township, St. Anthony and St. Michael.  Despite the claims of the MPCA report 
and other sources, Minnesotans have rejected a government takeover especially when 
educated on the history of innovation by private haulers and the value of choice in the 
current competitive system.  

Private Haulers Deliver Community Benefits Without 
Government Interference

When recycling participation stopped growing, the private companies invested  ■
in “single sort” recycling systems that have dramatically increased citizen 
participation and the amount of material recycled.  Millions of dollars have been 
invested, without government subsidy, to build this system.  A review of recycling 
systems in the Twin Cities shows government managed systems have been slow to 
adopt this nationally proven innovation.

Private haulers have supported the separate collection of yard waste for many  ■
years.  We have designed collection systems that are efficient and customer 
friendly. In January 2010, a new State law bans the use of plastic bags for yard 
waste collection.  Private haulers long have seen the environmental benefits of this 
change and already have implemented systems to support it.

The private hauling community understands the value of safety.  Installation  ■
of hauler provided carts and automated lifting equipment has increased driver 
longevity and reduced injuries.  The pressure of healthy competition requires 
haulers to strictly adhere to all DOT regulations and go above and beyond with 
innovations such as backup cameras and high visibility programs for both trucks and drivers.

Private-sector waste companies are innovating to reduce truck emissions.  Working with the Minnesota  ■
Environmental Initiative, many haulers accepted the challenge of 
Project Green Fleet.  This program installs new filters on older 
truck exhaust systems to reduce emissions by over 50 percent. 
Truck engines have been set to shut down when idling for more 
than 5 minutes.  Sophisticated routing software has reduced the 
miles driven thereby increasing safety and fuel efficiency.

More government, less choice: It doesn’t 
make “cents.”stry has stepped forward to service the 


